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According to Halliday (1978: 135), text is a semantic unit. At the level of 
semantics, language has ideational meaning, interpersonal meaning and textual 
meaning, which are used as the basis for exploring how meanings are created and 
understood. This present thesis focuses on the interpersonal meaning at the level of 
semantics. The analysis of the interpersonal function focuses on the clause — a basic 
unit in expressing meanings, especially on mood and modality system of the clause. 
The purpose of this analysis is to find out the different realizations of 
interpersonal function in the two subgenres of English news — English news reports 
and English editorials. 
This thesis is composed of three chapters plus an introduction and a conclusion. 
Chapter One presents a literature review of the related theories that have studied 
news English as a discourse, including Critical Linguistics and Critical Discourse 
Analysis. At the same time this thesis also presents van Dijk’s research on news 
discourse and Morley’s research on English editorial discourse. The Appraisal 
System is also introduced. In this thesis, the traditional descriptions of mood and 
modality are presented as well to form a contrast with Halliday’s view on mood and 
modality. 
In Chapter Two, the interpersonal function is explained in detail. This chapter is 
divided into two parts — mood and modality, which are described separately.  
Chapter Three is a comparative analysis of the different realizations of 
interpersonal function in English news reports and editorials. In this chapter English 
news reports and editorials are analyzed separately under the framework given in 
Chapter Two. 
The result of the analysis is that there are similarities as well as differences 
between English news reports and editorials. The differences lie in four aspects: 
variety of mood, the use of quotes, the use of modality and the use of modality 















editorials is that the percentage of high, median and low value modal verbs is almost 
the same. Through the analysis we come to the conclusion that English news reports 
are not as objective as they are claimed to be. English editorials, on the other hand, 
show some kind of rationality when expressing opinions and attitudes. 
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Language changes with the situation and thus gives rise to many varieties. 
According to Halliday (1978), the reason why there appear different text varieties is 
that specific context of situation determines the language user’s choice of meanings. 
The ultimate text is the result of a series of choices. Texts of the same kind form a 
genre or subgenre, which can be studied from the perspective of “field”, “tenor” and 
“mode”. Field tends to determine the range of meanings as content, which is the 
realization of the ideational function. Tenor tends to determine the range of meanings 
as participation, which is the realization of the interpersonal function. Mode tends to 
determine the range of meaning as texture, which is the realization of the textual 
function. English News, as a functional variety, has always received much attention 
from linguists. However, little attention has been paid to its subgenres. From the 
perspective of “field”, we have subgenres such as political news, economic news, 
sports news and fashion news, etc. From the perspective of “tenor”, we have subgenres 
such as news reports, editorials, features and etc. From the perspective of “mode”, we 
have subgenres such as newspaper news, TV news, radio news, and etc. This thesis 
tries to analyze the different realizations of the interpersonal function in English news 
reports and editorials. 
The framework used for analysis is Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar. 
According to Halliday (1978: 135), text is a semantic unit. At the level of semantics, 
language has ideational meaning, interpersonal meaning and textual meaning, which 
are used as the basis for exploring how meanings are created and understood. These 
functions are realized by lexicogrammar and then eventually realized through 
phonology and graphology. The present thesis focuses on the interpersonal meaning at 
the level of semantics. The analysis of the interpersonal function focuses on clause — 
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clauses. Since the analysis of interpersonal function is based on the clause, we need to 
identify the boundaries of clauses. According to Thompson (1996:16), a clause is 
(potentially) any stretch of language centered around a verbal group. Thus, the 
following example has 3 clauses.  
 
1. If it held, this would be the longest lull in violence since peace talks collapsed 
in 2003.  
 
In Hallidayan grammar, clauses may be either finite or non-finite, depending on 
whether the verbal group is finite or non-finite. Note that embedded clause is not 
included into the clause complex (two or more clauses form a bigger unit), only acting 
as a modifier of one of its constituents. The clauses that have been degraded are not 
included either. Look at the following examples:  
 
2. If these mutations are what allows the avian virus to replicate more easily in 
human cells, then it might be possible to generate a genetic “check list” of 
dangerous-looking mutations that would allow virus surveillance to be far better 
focused than it is today.  
 
In this sentence, we can find three clauses, not including the embedded clause 
“that would allow virus surveillance …”which acts as a modifier and “what allow the 
avian virus …” which is downgraded and functions as a nominal phrase.  
The purpose of this analysis is to analyze the different realizations of 
interpersonal function in English news reports and editorials, through which we can 
have a better understanding of English news as a whole, and also help those who want 
to learn English through reading English news to understand them better. 
This thesis is composed of three chapters plus an introduction and a conclusion. 
Chapter One presents a literature review of the theories that have studied English news 
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